Meticillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus screening in Wales: survey of practices in adult critical care units in Welsh hospitals.
Screening for meticillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) carriage in critical care units remains a controversial issue. This cross-sectional study reviewed the MRSA screening policies in adult critical care units in Welsh hospitals. Data were collected by structured questionnaires. The study showed a degree of variability in practice from universal screening to no screening at all. It is recommended that local MRSA policies should be reviewed, bearing in mind the local prevalence of colonization and infection; and compliance with basic infection control strategies should not only be directed at MRSA infection, but also at other healthcare-associated infections.